Old Testament Chapter 20

KING JEROBOAM

In 1903, in the ruins of the biblical city of
Meggido, an archaeologist found a seal made of
jasper, engraved with the following inscription:

"SHEMA SERVANT OF JEROBOAM"

SHEMA SEAL

The seal belonged to a servant of one of the
early kings of Israel, either Jeroboam I, who ruled
shortly after the reign of king Solomon from 931-909
B.C., or Jeroboam Il, who ruled from 782-745 B.C. at
the time of Jonah the prophet.

JEROBOAM I: According to the Bible, because king
Solomon began worshiping the foreign gods of his
many wives, The Lord took away ten tribes of Israel
from his son's rule and placed Jeroboam as king over
them. This is recorded in 1Kings 11:29-40:

"Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam
went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the
Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed
himself with a new garment, and the two were alone
in the field. Then Ahijah took hold of the new gar-



ment that was on him, and tore it into twelve pieces.
And he said to Jeroboam, "Take for yourself ten pie-
ces, for thus says the LORD, the God of Israel:
'Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of
Solomon and will give ten tribes to you ‘(but he shall
have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and
for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which | have
chosen out of all the tribes of Israel), 'because they
have forsaken Me, and worshiped Ashtoreth the god-
dess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the
Moabites, and Milcom the god of the people of Am-
mon, and have not walked in My ways to do what is
right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My judg-
ments, as did his father David.

'However | will not take the whole kingdom out
of his hand, because | have made him ruler all the
days of his life for the sake of My servant David,
whom | chose because he kept My commandments
and My statutes. '‘But | will take the kingdom out of
his son's hand and give it to you; ten tribes. 'And to
his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David
may always have a lamp before Me in Jerusalem, the
city which I have chosen for Myself, to put My name
there. 'So | will take you, and you shall reign over all
your heart desires, and you shall be king over Israel.
'Then it shall be, if you heed all that | command you,
walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to
keep My statutes and My commandments, as My
servant David did, then I will be with you and build
for you an enduring house, as | built for David, and
will give lIsrael to you. ‘And | will afflict the desc-
endants of David because of this, but not forever.’

Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. But
Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of

Egypt.”

The name of the Egyptian king to whom
Jeroboam fled, Pharaoh Shishak, has also been found
on an inscription which lists the cities he conquered
during his invasion of Israel.



This confirms the Bible in 1Kings 14:25-26:

"It happened in the fifth year of King Rehobo-
am (Solomon's son) that Shishak king of Egypt came
up against Jerusalem. And he took away the trea-
sures of the house of the LORD"

Inscription mentioning
Rehoboam’s “Kingdom
of Judah” as subject to
Pharaoh Shishak

THE LORD REBUKES JEROBOAM
FOR HIS WICKEDNESS

"Go, tell Jeroboam, 'Thus says the LORD God
of Israel: "Because | exalted you from among the
people, and made you ruler over My people Israel,
"and tore the kingdom away from the house of David,
and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as My
servant David, who kept My commandments and who
followed Me with all his heart, to do only what was
right in My eyes; "but you have done more evil than
all who were before you, for you have gone and
made for yourself other gods and molded images to
provoke Me to anger, and have cast Me behind your
back; "therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the
house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam
every male in Israel, bond and free; | will take away
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as one takes
away refuse until it is all gone. "The dogs shall eat
whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the city,
and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the
field; for the LORD has spoken!™ 1Kings 14:7-11



The reason for God’'s great anger against
Jeroboam is found in 2Kings 10:29 which states that
he built golden calves in the cities of Bethel and Dan
and caused the children of Israel to worship idols
instead of the one true God.

JEROBOAM 11
ANOTHER IDOL WORSHIPER

In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of
Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king
of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-
-one years. And he did evil in the sight of the LORD;
he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the
son of Nebat (Jeroboam 1), who had made Israel sin.

2Kings 14:23-24

THE GREATEST WORDS SPOKEN
BY THE LORD GOD TO JEROBOAM

'Then it shall be, if you heed all that I com-
mand you, walk in My ways, and do what is right in
My sight, to keep My statutes and My command-
ments, as My servant David did, then | will be with
you and build for you an enduring house’

1Kings 11:38
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